Scriptures to Pray Over Leaders
Focus on Jesus
And [we] will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word. Acts 6:4
Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I
strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not
be disqualified for the prize. 1 Cor. 9:26-27
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Phil. 3:10
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full
assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. Heb. 10:19-22
Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. Prov. 4:23
One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. Ps. 27:4
You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and
parched land where there is no water. Ps. 63:1
God’s Empowering for Ministry
I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ. Rom. 15:29
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of
the Spirit’s power 1 Cor. 2:4
What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may
understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 1 Cor.
2:12-13
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder
than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 1 Cor. 15:10
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake. 2 Cor. 4:5
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery
of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Col. 4:3-4
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For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not
simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. 1 Thess. 1:4-5
For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. On
the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to
please people but God, who tests our hearts. 1 Thess. 2:3-4
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it
was with you. 2 Thess. 3:1
Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the work you have received from the Lord.” Col. 4:17
But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 2 Tim. 4:17
Training & Building Others
I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— Rom. 1:11
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who
will also be qualified to teach others. 2 Tim. 2:2
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from
us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work
in you who believe. 1 Thess. 2:13
Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 2 Cor. 8:16
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it.
But each one should build with care. 1 Cor. 3:10

Maintaining Character and Moral Integrity
Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me. Ps. 119:133
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. John
17:15
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so
that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. Phil.
1:9-11
Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we
were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. Surely you remember,
brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to
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anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy,
righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 1 Thess.2:8-10
Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. Heb.
13:18
Protection for Leader and family
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred
tent and set me high upon a rock. Ps. 27:5
Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on
ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will
deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your
prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the
prayers of many. 2 Cor. 1:9-11
And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is
faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 2 Thess. 3:2-3
The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 2 Tim. 4:17-18
He holds success in store for the upright, He is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, Prov. 2:7
In the shelter of your presence you hide them from all human intrigues; you keep them safe in your
dwelling from accusing tongues. Ps. 31:20
Wisdom
So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and
wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours? 1 Kings 3:9
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. Eph. 1:17
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ. Col. 1:28
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the
humility that comes from wisdom. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Jam. 3:13, 17
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with
the wisdom that God gave him. 2 Pet. 3:15
Whoever obeys his command will come to no harm, and the wise heart will know the proper time and
procedure. Eccl. 8:5
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By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms
are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. The wise prevail through great power, and those who have
knowledge muster their strength. Surely you need guidance to wage war, and victory is won through
many advisers. Prov. 24:3-6
Exhortations to Continue in Prayer!
For I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened
to me will turn out for my deliverance. Phil. 1:19
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer
of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Jam. 5:16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need. Heb. 4:16
So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 1 Thess. 5:6
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Col. 4:2
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up. Gal. 6:9
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 1 Cor. 15:58

4

5

